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Creating Tables
One use of tables is to create a table of links or navigation table.  A table of links consists of a number of images (buttons), each image acting as a link (either to another web page in the website, a published web page or to an email address).

A basic table of links usually consists of one row and several columns with one image (button) per table cell, see Fig below.
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Figure: table of links (navigation table)

Table attributes such as width, height, alignment, cellspacing, cellpadding and border can be altered.

Width refers to the width of the whole table, and can be measured in pixels (a number, eg 400) or as a percentage of screen width (eg 45%).  Widths measured in pixels are said to be absolute because the table is a set size no matter what the size of monitor or its resolution.  Widths measured in percentages are said to be relative because the table will expand/decrease relative to the monitor size.

Height refers to the height of the whole table, and can be measured in pixels (a number, eg 60) or as a percentage of screen height (eg 10%).  Like widths, heights can be either relative or absolute.

Alignment refers to the position of the table on the web page.  You may be asked to left-align, centre or right-align the table.  Note: table alignment is different from cell alignment.  Cell alignment refers to the alignment of data within the table.

Cellspacing refers to the amount of space between the cells that make up the table.  If cellspacing is set to 0, there is no gap between cells.  Conversely, if cellspacing is set to 10, the cells in the table will appear to have been pushed apart, see Figure 1 (1)
Cellpadding refers to the amount of space between the cell contents and the cell borders.  Note: cellpadding is applied to the left, right, top and bottom of a cell. If cellpadding is set to 0, the cell contents will fill the cell from border to border.  Conversely, if cellpadding is set to 10, the cell contents will be surrounded by clear space, see Figure 1 (2).
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Figure:   Cellspacing, cellpadding and borders
Border refers to the thickness of the outside edge of the table.  If border is set to 0, the outside edge of the table will not be visible in the browser.  Conversely, if border is set to 10, the outside edge of the table will be quite thick, see Figure 1 (3) above.  
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	In FrontPage if border is set to 0, a dashed outline appears so that you can see the boundaries of the cells, see Figure .
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Figure Border set to zero in FrontPage


You can identify a table in the HTML mode of FrontPage by searching for the table tag.  Within the table, there will be table rows (tr) and table cells (td).  The table tag may also contain commands relating to the table height, width, cellpadding, cellspacing and border.

<table width=”n” height=”n” cellpadding=”n” cellspacing=”n” border=”n”>


<tr>



<td> … </td>



<td> … </td>


</tr>

</table>
Practice task 1:    
	Create a table in FrontPage using the information below:

Table Attributes

· columns
5

· rows 

1
· alignment
centre

· width 

520 pixels

· height 

100 pixels
· cellspacing 
0 pixels
· cellpadding 
0 pixels
· border 
2 pixels
Save it as table.htm



To insert a table
· Create a new page

· Position the cursor where you want the table to appear, i.e., at the top of the page

· Select the Table menu

· Select Insert 

· Select Table
· In the Insert Table dialog box, choose the required number of rows and columns. 

· Set alignment, border size, cellpadding and cellspacing. 

· Set table width; remember to specify either pixels or percentage values using the radio buttons.  

· Click OK 
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Figure  Table dialog box used to set table attributes

The table should now be displayed on the web page template, outlined by a faint dashed line.
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	FrontPage does not provide you with the facility to set table height in the Insert Table dialog box.  You must set table height using the Table Properties dialog box instead.


To set table height

· Position the mouse pointer (it will change to a vertical line) over a cell in the table and right click

· Select Table Properties 

· In the Table Properties dialog box, check (tick) the Specify height box and key in the specified height of the table, see Figure:  (1). Remember to specify either pixels or percentage values using the radio buttons(2).  Click Apply (3)
· Click OK (4)
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Figure:  Setting table height

Modifying A Table
After creating a template or page that contains a table, you may need to make changes to it.  The table may include text and images.  You can make changes to the table such as modifying the table alignment, modifying table width, setting column widths or aligning cell contents.  You can also add rows or columns, split or merge cells.
In a table, it is possible to align cell contents both horizontally (left to right) and vertically (top to bottom). Horizontal alignment can be set to left, center or right whilst vertical alignment can be set to top, middle or bottom.

You can identify horizontal and vertical cell alignment in the HTML mode of FrontPage by searching for the commands align and valign respectively that are embedded in the td tag.

<table width=”n” height=”n” cellpadding=”n” cellspacing=”n” border=”n”>


<tr>



<td align=”left”|”right”|”center”> … </td>



<td valign=”top”|”middle”|”bottom”> … </td>


</tr>

</table>
To modify table alignment

· Position the mouse pointer over the table and right click
· Select Table Properties
· In the Table Properties dialog box, click the down arrow to the right of the Alignment box, and select the required table alignment.  
· Click Apply
· Click OK
The table alignment should now have been modified.




.  


Figure:  Modifying table width
Individual cell properties can be changed by right-clicking in a cell and choosing Cell Properties.  Attributes such as width, height, alignment, background colour and background image can be set.
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Practice task 2:    

	 
	
	
	
	 


Download the images, home.gif, email.gif, diab.gif, brochure.gif and volc.gif from the files download page.

Open table.htm from task 1 and add the images; home.gif, email.gif etc, 5 in total. 
Add rows or columns to a table   
Next add a row under the first row.  Click in a cell, then go to Table, Insert Rows, Below selection.

Merge or split cells   
Select the cell(s) you want to merge or split.  Select the 5 cells in the second row in this case, go to Table, merge cells.  Then go to cell properties and choose a background colour for this cell.
Specify the height of the cell to 300 pixels and the vertical alignment to top so that any content will start at the top of the cell.
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To modify table width





Position the mouse pointer over the table and right click


Select Table Properties


In the Table Properties dialog box, check (tick) the Specify width box, see (1)


Select the In pixels or In percent radio button as required.  (2)


Key in the required table width.  (3)


Click Apply (4)


Click OK (5) 





The table width should now have been modified





















































The table height should now be set.
















































































